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Nuu-chah-nulth First Nations

iisaakstaƛ – yaʔakstaƛ – hahopstaƛ – hopiitstaƛ – ap̓ays̓taƛ
(Respect each other) (Love each other) (Teach each other) (Help each other)                   (Be kind to one another)



Background of COVID-19 Vaccine Project
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• Aligned with Calls for Action of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission Report #19 and #22



Two-eyed seeing - Etuaptmumk

Nuu-chah-nulth Nations

➢ Storytelling, Talking Circles, Photovoice

➢ Blood Testing, Questionnaire Survey
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https://www.ahousaht.ca/
http://www.ditidaht.ca/
https://www.ehattesaht.com/
https://nuuchahnulth.org/Hesquiaht
https://www.hupacasath.ca/
https://huuayaht.org/
https://kyuquotbc.ca/
https://www.yuquot.ca/
https://www.nuchatlaht.com/
https://www.tla-o-qui-aht.org/
http://www.toquaht.ca/
https://www.tseshaht.com/
https://www.uchucklesaht.ca/
https://www.ufn.ca/


Legacy of past research

B.C. natives demand their blood back
CBC News · Posted: Sep 27, 2000 4:03 AM PDT
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Lack of informed consent and moral grounds



Diverse governance and tradition

iisaakstaƛ – yaʔakstaƛ – hahopstaƛ – hopiitstaƛ – ap̓ays̓taƛ



Co-creation of research 
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Development of cultural safety and protocol 

➢Biospecimen Guardian

➢Cultural protocol with individual Nations

➢Cultural ceremony

➢Spiritual accompaniment

Blood is regarded as the most sacred part of their body, integrity, and 
culture among Nuu-chah-nulth peoples
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• Access for only for NTC 
authorized staff 
through agreements

•Nations contextualizing 
the results and 
determining how the 
research findings are 
used

• Returning blood 
results to nations 
and participants 
as requested

• First Nations’ control 
over all aspects of 
research and 
information 
management processes
• Including the right to 

withdraw consent and 
have data extracted and 
returned

• Data Services and 
Research Agreements 
affirming First Nation’s 
Sovereignty over the 
research data and 
intellectual property 

Ownership Control

AccessPossession

Data Services Agreement & FNIGC OCAP®
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Reciprocal Relationship 

• Collaborative relationship protocols among NTC, SFU and NML

• Collaborative research agreements with member Nations

o Seven Nations were in Co-creation phase

o Five Nations expressed desires or formally committed

o Data collection planned in five urban center for their citizens 
away from home

• Three pilot data collections conducted

• Blood samples sent to NML and tested 
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sayaasim (‘into the future’)

• Reconciliation
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• Groundwork• Decolonization



Klecko Klecko

Chi-Miigwetch

Thank you

Merci
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